
Wednesday 5th November, Hexham Auction Mart 

NORTHERN FARMING 
CONFERENCE 2025
PEOPLE, PLANNING AND PROFIT: BUILDING A 
RESILIENT FUTURE FOR FARMING



Proven experience in agriculture, farms and estates
As a landowner, you need innovative solutions to the many challenges associated 
with owning estates in the 21st century. Our experience in rural property, historic 
estates, farms and all associated land matters means we can identify what matters 
most to you.

Whether it’s capital tax planning, succession, manorial rights, heritage exemption or 
tenancy law, you can trust our unrivalled experience and expertise. You may need 
legal advice to buy and sell farms, country estates or rural land. Perhaps you would 
welcome support with estate management and complex agricultural landlord and 
tenant issues.

We work with landowners on development deals and act in connection with the 
sale, purchase and letting of all kinds of rural property and land. We also provide 
assistance and advice on general asset management, negotiation of minerals 
leases, resolving Agricultural Holdings Act issues, and act on behalf of landowning 
charities. Landowners wishing to grant options or promotion agreements in respect 
of land with development potential seek our support. Working together, we will 
secure the best terms for the current landowner, deal with any subsisting tenancies, 
and protect the future potential of retained land.

We have many years of experience in assisting estate owners to pass on their land 
and associated businesses to the next generation in a smooth and tax efficient 
manner, which is even more important since the October 2024 Budget. This often 
includes planning to improve the availability of inheritance tax reliefs and preparing 
Wills which achieve their succession planning objectives.
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Further information is available at: 
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09:30 Registration Opens

10:00 Chair’s Welcome

10:05 Speaker Session
Lord Curry of Kirkharle 
Alistair Carmichael, MP and EFRA Select Committee Chair 
Jeremy Moody, Secretary and advisor for CAAV 
Baroness Minette Batters, Former NFU President, farmer and appointed 
by DEFRA to lead the Farm Profitability Review 

11:15 Coffee Break

11:45 Sarah Baker, Head of Economic Analysis, AHDB 

12:05 Professor Paul Wilson, Professor of Agricultural Economics at Nottingham 
University and President of the Agricultural Economics Society 

12:25 Questions

12:45 Lunch

13:45 Vice Chair’s Welcome 

13:50 Farmer Panel
Duncan Morrison, Livestock (Aberdeen Angus) Farmer, Aberdeenshire
Graham Rutherford, Northumberland Beef and Lamb Farmer, Longhorsley 
Helen Marsden, Livestock Farmer, Dumfriesshire
Thomas Todd, Farmer at Barelees Farm, Cornhill on Tweed 

14:40 Kat Thorne, The Morning Gamechanger 

15:50 Closing from Chair 

16:00 Conference Close 



HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

Fire evacuation procedure
The Fire Alarm is a Continuous Bell 
If you discover a fire:

1.	 Operate the nearest fire alarm.2.	Immediately vacate the premises 
by the nearest available exit and 
proceed to the assembly point 
indicated below.3.	Do not attempt to fight any fires. 
The venue’s fire marshal will be 
responsible for this.4.	Do not take any personal risk.5.	Do not stop to collect personal 
belongings.6.	Close doors as you leave.

When informed of a fire:1.	 Immediately vacate the premises 
by the nearest available exit.2.	Proceed to the main car park 
assembly point and  
await a roll call.3.	Do not re-enter the building 
until told to do so.

Smoking policy statement:
Hexham and Northern Marts have 
a no smoking policy in all of its 
buildings and covered areas. 
Should any delegate wish to 
smoke, please go outside the 
building to an uncovered area.

SAVE THE 

DATE
Northern Farming Conference 2025 
Wednesday 5th November
Further information is available at: 
northernfarmingconference.org.uk

HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

Fire evacuation procedure
The Fire Alarm is a Continuous Bell 
If you discover a fire:

1.	 Operate the nearest fire alarm.2.	Immediately vacate the premises 
by the nearest available exit and 
proceed to the assembly point 
indicated below.3.	Do not attempt to fight any fires. 
The venue’s fire marshal will be 
responsible for this.4.	Do not take any personal risk.5.	Do not stop to collect personal 
belongings.6.	Close doors as you leave.

When informed of a fire:1.	 Immediately vacate the premises 
by the nearest available exit.2.	Proceed to the main car park 
assembly point and  
await a roll call.3.	Do not re-enter the building 
until told to do so.

Smoking policy statement:
Hexham and Northern Marts have 
a no smoking policy in all of its 
buildings and covered areas. 
Should any delegate wish to 
smoke, please go outside the 
building to an uncovered area.

SAVE THE 

DATE
Northern Farming Conference 2026 
Wednesday 4th November
Further information is available at: 
northernfarmingconference.org.uk


