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Essex ‘desert’ changes
tack to beat the drought

Ly conditions have created
a virtual desart in one part ol
Essex. Edward Long linds
oul how ane combineable
crops farmer |s responding

CHANGES in Lhe seasonal weath-
ar pattern and a severs lack of rain
are forcing an Easex larm Lo
change 18 strategy and tailor erap-
ping to the now arid conditions.
Botween 1964 anid 1982 the
average anoual rainfall messared
at an aoffi weather station at
Lee Wick Farm, St Oayths, part of
Wigboro Wick Farm, was jusi 3 A »
Bldmm {20.2in). That was low i T v
encugh for it Lo gain a listing in
The Gwinness ook of Kecords as Lhe

He's a record breaker —

driest furm in tho country. _ bl for all the wrang
“But since then we have had ! L KR oo, Ciey St

even less rainfall," says Luy Smith, L AW, Ersex firrmn 13 officimlly

who, with brother Philip and iy, the driest in Sritain,

[ather Andrew, farms S20hs {1500 =) ~ E SJrampiing key

nores) of combineable cropes and i . - ienstagernent thanges.

potatons on the coast near Claston. 4 & Where coop growtic

“Last year we recorded Just 12,300, = artes according te soll
the lowaest rainfall total for over 40 o gl i tyfor frrecision farming
years and Tar worse than the 1976 e S8 cowld hetp (leit).
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Price volatility
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NFUnited

There's strength in members.
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UK TRADE IN FOOD AND DRINK ~ 2013 PRICES
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EU REFERENDUM

UK FARMING

RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE EU
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£250m Ensus plant at Wilton shuts
down again amid reports of
depressed market conditions
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Impact of regulation
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DEVELOPMENT OF APPROVED ACTIVE SUBSTANCES

Source: European Commission
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WHERE HAVE
ALLTHE
FLYERS GONE?

An eerie silence is descending on the British countryside. Unless modern agriculture changes
s tume, songhinds conld go the way of the dodo. By Rickard Girling. Photograph by Tim MacPherson
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