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Programme for the day

Northern Farming Conference
Wednesday 3 November 2021

09:30 Registration Opens 
10:00 Conference Commences 
10:05 Chairman’s Welcome, Matthew Curry
10:10 First Speaker, Tim Farron MP
10:35 Second Speaker, Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle
10:50 Third Speaker & Headline Sponsor, Lee Baker & Jo Lampkowski
11:15 Panel Question Session
 
11:30 Coffee Break 

11:55 Fourth Speaker, Ed Barnston
12:25 Fifth Speaker, Phil Hadley

12:55 Lunch 

13:45 Chairman’s Opening, Murdo Laurie
13:50 First afternoon Speaker, Patrick Laurie
14:20 Second Speaker, Fiona Sample
14:50 Third Speaker, Denise Walton
15:20 Final Questions
 
15:30 Conference Close 

Lee Baker
Lee Baker is National Sales Director for the AMC, part of the 
Lloyds Banking Group. He is responsible for a Front Line, 
Client Facing, Regional Agricultural Manager Team of 10 
individuals, who in turn support over 280 National Agents in 
introducing Lending Business to the AMC. Lee was appointed 
to his current role with AMC in early 2018

Lee Has worked for Lloyds Banking Group for over 35 years, 
since leaving school, of which the last 15 have been within the 
Lloyds Bank SME Agricultural Team and AMC. Lee was born 
and Bred on an Exmoor Hill Beef and Sheep Farm, so this is 
his dream job, but he in no way professes to be a total expert 
in Agriculture and says that he is always learning a new thing 
every day about Farming.

Ed Barnston
Ed Barnston is the owner/manager of Barnston Estate in 
Cheshire. A traditional mixed estate, his responsibilities extend 
across dairy farms, woodland, cottages, a business park, 
renewable energy and a new natural burial ground. 

He is a Nuffield Farming Scholar, a Bledisloe Gold Medal 
Award Winner for Landowners, Chairman of Cheshire CLA, 
and national runner up in the Rural Business Awards for 
Sustainability & Environmental Impact. 



Speaker biographies Speaker biographies

Natalie Bennett
Natalie Bennett (Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle for really 
formal occasions) became the second Green member of the 
House of Lords two years ago, having been leader of the 
England and Wales Green Party from 2012 to 2016. Since then, 
her first degree in agricultural science (University of Sydney) 
has been highly useful in debates on the Agriculture Act and 
Environment Bill (on which she’s been particularly championing 
soil health). She’s also particularly interested in improving the 
food system for public and environmental health, and issues 
of antibiotic resistance and improving understanding of the 
importance of the human microbiome. Providing independent 
agricultural extension services is another area of interest. 

She’ll be joining the conference from the COP26 climate 
talks in Glasgow. One particular interest there is in ensuring 
that systems thinking approaches, built around pursuit of the 
Sustainable Development Goals, are taken, acknowledging 
that infinite growth is not possible on a finite planet, and that 
there are enough resources on this planet for everyone to 
have a decent life, and nature and climate to be protected,  
if those assets are shared out fairly. 

Natalie’s also highly involved in campaigning for democracy, 
with a particular focus on the need to devolve power and 
resources to local areas, which includes championing a 
Yorkshire Parliament. 

A former editor of the Guardian Weekly, Natalie also worked 
for The Times and the Independent, and the Bangkok Post. 
She also volunteered for the Thai National Commission on 
Women’s Affairs, reflecting a lifelong political commitment as 
a feminist. She’s particularly interested in promoting women’s 
roles in farming, growing and science. As a young journalist 
in Australia, she was very embarrassed to come second 
in an agricultural show “guess the micron of the fleece” 
competition: it was definitely a fluke.

Tim Farron
Tim became an MP for Westmorland and Lonsdale in 2005 
ending a 95 year rule by the Tories, winning by 267 votes. Since 
becoming an MP, Tim has been extremely busy both in Parliament 
and especially in his constituency campaigning on things such 
as bringing back full cancer treatment services to Westmorland 
General Hospital, protecting rural bus services, and pushing for 
better train services and broadband connection. 

He was elected as the President of the Liberal Democrats in 
November 2010, taking on the role in January 2011. In 2015, Tim 
was elected Leader of his party, until stepping down after the 
general election in 2017.

Since becoming an MP in 2005 Tim has dealt with over  
134,000 constituents cases in his office and held over 720  
advice surgeries in South Lakeland.

Tim lives in Milnthorpe, south Cumbria, with his wife Rosie, his 
daughters Isabella and Gracie, his sons Jude and Laurie, and 
their dogs Jasper and Ted. In his limited spare time, Tim enjoys 
following the (mis)fortunes of Blackburn Rovers, playing football, 
fell running, walking in the Lake District, listening to various kinds 
of music and spending time with family and friends.

Jo Lampkowski
Jo Lampkowski is the AMC Regional Agricultural Manager 
for the North of England, having previously managed the 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire region Jo 
was delighted to take on her home region of North of 
England in 2021.

Through a team of 47 experienced land agents, based 
across all of the North, Jo’s region has provided £41m of 
loans to farmers and landowners so far during 2021.  
Jo has worked for Lloyds Banking Group for 16 years  
and has been with AMC the last 3 years.
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Fiona Sample
Fiona is CEO of the Oswin Project (www.oswinproject.org.uk )  
She has lived on a farm in Northumberland for most of her adult 
life. Before moving the Northeast, she worked in Germany as 
welfare officer for the Red Cross.

On returning she became a teacher. As High Sheriff of 
Northumberland, Fiona realised a bridge of opportunity needed 
building between prison and outside to reduce re-offending, 
so she founded the Oswin Project. Fiona studied at Durham 
University and is ordained.

Denise Walton
Farmer, Food Producer and Ecologist, Denise lives in the Scottish 
Borders where she farms with her husband and son. Irish by 
nationality, Denise was born and bought up in Central Africa. She 
studied horticulture in her native Ireland followed by degrees (to 
post-graduate level), in Environmental Science and Landscape 
Ecology at the University of London. While developing the 
fledgling farm business with her husband she had her own 
practice for some 20 years as a Landscape and Ecological 
Advisor, during which she also lectured on conservation and 
wildlife management at Borders College for 9 years.

In professional practice she was a member of both the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management and the 
Landscape Institute. She is now fully involved as a partner 
in the farm business, in which she is Managing Partner with 
main responsibility for the diversification and development of 
food production from the farm’s livestock through the on-farm 
butchery and for the farm’s ecological management. She is 
a Director of the Pasture-for-Life Association, on the Scottish 
steering group of The Nature Friendly Farming Network and A 
Soil Association Farmer Ambassador for Agroecology.

Patrick Laurie
Patrick Laurie runs a hill farm in Kirkcudbrightshire based on 
pedigree Galloway cattle. After ten years working with The 
Heather Trust and Soil Association, he is now a freelance 
conservation advisor, working with a range of farms and estates 
on issues around biodiversity and upland land management.

His recent book Native: Life in a Vanishing Landscape 
explored some of the social, cultural and conservation issues 
caused by the collapse of traditional farming in Galloway. 
The book is a Times Bestseller and was shortlisted for the 
Wainwright Prize in 2020.

Phil Hadley
Phil originally joined AHDB in 2004 as Regional Development 
Manager for the South West region. He has an MSc in Meat 
Science from the University of Bristo,l focused on the impact of 
dirty animals on meat hygiene, a PhD in Animal Production from 
the University of Nottingham and was made a Fellow of the 
Institute of Meat in 2017. 

In his current role as International Market Development Director, 
he leads our work seeking export access to global markets, 
linking with our exporters, UK Government Departments 
and their overseas equivalents to deliver technical solutions 
and negotiate export approval. Following access, Phil is also 
responsible for the vision and delivery of our international 
market development programmes to support the growth of 
exports for our farmers, growers and processors to deliver 
stakeholder benefits. With the changes Brexit will inevitably 
bring, this is a key role for AHDB.
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Save the Date:
Northern Farming Conference 2022
Wednesday 2 November 2022

For further information, please visit:
www.northernfarmingconference.org.uk

Housekeeping notes

Fire evacuation procedure
The Fire Alarm is a Continuous Bell
If you discover a fire:
1. Operate the nearest fire alarm. 
 2.  Immediately vacate the premises by the nearest available exit  

and proceed to the assembly point indicated below. 
3.  Do not attempt to fight any fires. The venue’s fire marshal  

will be responsible for this.
4. Do not take any personal risk. 
5.  Do not stop to collect personal belongings. 
6. Close doors as you leave. 

When informed of a fire:
1. Immediately vacate the premises by the nearest available exit.
2. Proceed to the main car park assembly point and await a roll call.
3.  Do not re-enter the building until told to do so.

Smoking policy statement:
Hexham and Northern Marts have a no smoking policy in all of its 
buildings and covered areas. Should any delegate wish to smoke, 
please go outside the building to an uncovered area.

More Information
If you have any comments, questions or thoughts for the organisers 
please feel free to contact the following:

Matthew Curry, Chairman 
E: matthewcurry@negrains.co.uk  
T: 01670 791096

Henk Geertsema 
E: henk.geertsema@cla.org.uk  
T: 01748 90 7070
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